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REMARKS 

In response to the above-identified Office Action, Applicants amend the application and 
seek reconsideration thereof. In this response, Applicants do not amend or cancel any claims. 
Applicants do not add any new claims. Accordingly, Claims 1, 2 and 16-21 are pending. 

I. riaims Reiec^H Under 3* TT.S.f?. S102(e1 

The Examiner rejects Claims 1. 2, 18 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,180,519 to Kuroi, et al. ("Kuroi"). 

Applicants first note that Kuroi was filed on July 17, 199MjM^asjgter the JunejO, 
1998 filing date of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/l07,«H L wbich trams :J^^i9I ad^mof 
^dc^ti^priority tbTthe currently pending claims. The amendment submitted herewfch satisfies 
Requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.78. In this regard, Applicants note that the time periods set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1. 78(a)(2)(h) do not apply here since the instant application was filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the earlier filing date o f June 30, 1998 applies asthe^riority date 
1, 0 t fo r the instant applicatio n. Thus, Kuroi does not qualify as a 102(e) reference. Accordingly, 
,* r j* *t Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of Claims 1, 2, 18 and 19. 

V' * n. Claims ReiectpH Under 35 TLS.C. S 103fal 

The Examiner rejects Claims 16, 17, 20 and 21 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
OverKijioi. 

As outlined above, Kuroi does not qualify as prior art for the pending claims of the instant 
application. Therefore, Kuroi cannot be properly used to maintain an obviousness rejection over 
the pending claims. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of 
Claims 16, 17, 20 and 21. 
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rn ^ctusiON 

In view of the foregoing, it is believed that all claims now pending (1) are in proper form, 
(^neither obvious nor anticipatedby the reliedupon art of record, and (3) are in condition for 
allowance. A Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited at the earliest possible date. Ifthe 
Exarrnner believes^ 

to allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned at (310) 207-3800. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit AccountNo. 02-2666 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17, particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 



Dated: 



<*//£, , 2003 ffi*u£2>/&£ 
~T Raul D. Martinez 



Raul D. Martinez 
Reg. No. 46,904 



12400 Wilsbi«s Blvd. 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90025 
(310) 207-3800 



r^w-rTTlC;A TW. fW TttANS MTSSlONi 

/ hereby certify Lt thi^pap^ being frsiwle trailed to the U.S. 

9-/6-0 n 

— " Vr" u 1 September 16, 2003 
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